
How might we view 

the Common Core 

State Standards as 

a vehicle for 

inspiring student 

learning? 

 

What are the 
instructional shifts 
required to prepare 
today’s students to 
face the world of 
the future? 

 

What does it mean 

to be college and 

career ready?  
 

 

How do we engage 

students in reading, 

rereading, talking, 

thinking, and writing 

to achieve high 

standards? 



Think 

BACKWARDS 



What kinds of 

experiences will the child 

you visualized need to 

have in school to be 

successful? 

 

What skills will she or he 

need to be prepared to 

work and live in the 21st 

century?  
 





“The descriptions that follow are not standards 
themselves but instead offer a portrait of students 
who meet the standards set out in this document. 
As students advance through the grades and 
master the standards in reading, writing, 
speaking, listening, and language, they are able to 
exhibit with increasing fullness and regularity 
these capacities of the literate individual.” 



They 

demonstrate 

independence. 



They build 

strong content 

knowledge. 



They respond to the varying 

demands of audience, task, 

purpose, and discipline. 



They comprehend as 

well as critique. 



They value evidence. 



They use 

technology 

and digital 

media 

strategically 

and capably. 



They come to understand 

other perspectives and 

cultures. 



What will students 

have to know and 

be able to do? 



• Reading  
 Literature 
 Informational Text 
 Foundational Skills 

• Writing 
• Speaking and Listening 
• Language 

Common Core ELA Strands 



Building knowledge through 

content-rich nonfiction  

Reading, writing and 

speaking grounded in 

evidence from text, both 

literary and informational 

Regular practice with 

complex text and its 

academic language 
CCSS Shifts in 

ELA/Literacy 

Instruction 





 Part A 

 

What is one main idea of “How 

Animals Live?”   

 

a.There are many types of animals 

on the planet. 

b.Animals need water to live. 

c.There are many ways to sort 

different animals. 

d.Animals begin their life cycles in 

different forms. 
 

Grade 3 Evidence-Based 
Selected-Response PARCC Item 

17 

 Part B 

 

Which sentence from the article best 

supports the answer to Part A?  

 

a.“Animals get oxygen from air or 

water.” 

b."Animals can be grouped by their 

traits.” 

c."Worms are invertebrates.” 

d."All animals grow and change over 

time.” 

e."Almost all animals need water, food, 

oxygen, and shelter to live." 
 



Drag the words from the word box into the correct locations on 

the graphic to show the life cycle of a butterfly as described in 

“How Animals Live.” 

Words:   

 

Grade 3 Technology-Enhanced 
Constructed-Response Item 

18 

 

 

  

Pupa Adult 

Egg Larva 







Prepare for and 

participate actively in a 

range of conversations 

and collaborations with 

diverse partners, 

building on others’ ideas 

and expressing their own 

clearly and persuasively. 

Speaking/Listening Anchor Standard 1: 
Comprehension & Collaboration 



http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Content/CC








www.corestandards.org 
 
www.parcconline.org 
 
 



 
Common Core Standards are not 
research-based but rather a 
hypothesis of what will improve 
student achievement.  


